The Keavy Encourager

1 Thessalonians 5:14 (GW)-We encourage you, brothers and sisters,
to instruct those who are not living right, cheer up those who are
discouraged, help the weak, and be patient with everyone.

February 18, 2024

(For Any Corrections Or Updates To The Bulletin, Please Contact brother
Mark Tabata (Call Or Text) @ 606-216-1757)

WELCOME TO THE KEAVY CHURCH OF CHRIST!

* If you are visiting with us, you are our welcomed and honored guest. We
are so thankful that you came to be with us today! PLEASE remember to
pick up one of our “Visitor Packages” before you go! PLEASE also leave
your name and address with us so that we can get you a “thank you” card in
the mail. If we can help you in any way, PLEASE let us know!

* If you would like to participate in our Communion service, you will find
Lord’s Supper packets in the Foyer (the area where you first enter the
church building).

« We assemble on Sunday mornings at 10:00 (Bible Study) and 11:00
(Worship), and on Sunday evenings at 5:00 (Worship). We also have
midweek Bible study on Wednesday evenings (5:00). Bible Classes are
available for all ages! = You can visit us online for Bible studies, live
streaming, and other resources! Our website 1s:
www.keavychurchofchrist.com, and our email address is
keavychurchofchrist@outlook.com Please share this information with
your family, friends, and social media!

February Praver List

Kurt And Joanne Martin, Sanders Family, Eddie Craft (Cancer), Jimmy
Brooks (Tammy’s cousin, cancer), Kathy Mingus (cancer), Anne Baker
(Cancer), Larry and Sandi Tabata, Josh and Holly Baker, Bill and Mary Ruth
Browning, James And LeAnne Day, Terry and Rita Wooten, Tim Williams,


mailto:keavychurchofchrist@outlook.com

Leland Marsee, Dean Lisle, Kate Ray, Gary And Vanessa Flemming, Cynthia
Johnson, Cassidy Hubbard, Linda Lewis, Lisa Warren, Barbara Hale, David
And Ivy Mosley, Dennis Henson, Paul Matney, Willis Martin, Jack Smith
Family, Delmo

Something To Help Us Laugh

(From Charles Hunter, Healing Through Humor: Fabulous Jokes From the
Happy Hunters)

“Interesting Signs ¢ Outside a muffler shop: “No appointment necessary. We
hear you coming.” ¢ In a veterinarian’s waiting room: “Be back in five
minutes. Sit! Stay!” ¢ At the electric company: “We would be de-lighted if
you send in payment for your bill. However, if you don’t, you will be.” « In a
restaurant window: “Don’t stand there and be hungry. Come on in and get fed
up.” * In the front yard of a funeral home: “Drive carefully. We’ll wait.”
Pizza shop slogan: “Seven days without pizza makes one weak.” * On a
plumber’s truck: “We repair what your husband fixed.” * In a nonsmoking
area: “If we see smoke, we will assume you are on fire and take appropriate
action.” *« At an optometrist’s office: “If you don’t see what you’re looking
for, you’ve come to the right place.” * In a podiatrist’s office: “Time wounds
all heels.” « On a fence: “Salesmen welcome! Dog food is expensive!” » At
a pizza shop: “Buy our pizza. We knead the dough.” « At a tire shop in
Milwaukee: “Invite us to your next blowout.” = At a car dealership: “The
best way to get back on your feet—miss a car payment.” * In a health food
shop: Closed due to illness.”

Taking Another Look At Elisha And The “Children”

(More Bible Studies Available At www.marktabata.com)

It is written:

2 KINGS 2:23-24-THEN HE WENT UP FROM THERE TO BETHEL; AND
AS HE WAS GOING UP THE ROAD, SOME YOUTHS CAME FROM
THE CITY AND MOCKED HIM, AND SAID TO HIM, "GO UP, YOU
BALDHEAD! GO UP, YOU BALDHEAD!" 24 SO HE TURNED
AROUND AND LOOKED AT THEM, AND PRONOUNCED A CURSE ON
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THEM IN THE NAME OF THE LORD. AND TWO FEMALE BEARS
CAME OUT OF THE WOODS AND MAULED FORTY-TWO OF THE
YOUTHS.

Critics of the Bible often claim that Elisha cursed some joking children for
making a foolish insult against him, and that this led to their being mauled.

Is this true?

Recently, Paul Copan wrote an excellent new study examine alleged attacks
made on the Bible. Let’s notice several facts that he points out regarding this
situation.

First, the word translated here as “youths” can be easily interpreted as
referencing small children when that is not the meaning at all.

Copan notes:

““But They’re Just Kids!” The narrator uses two words for “youths”: nearim
(2 Kings 2: 23) and yeladim (v. 24). Without much more context, we might
get the impression that they were like little kids on the playground calling
someone names. But are these just a bunch of small kids saying insulting
things? First, these terms can—and here do—refer to young adults, not
simply elementary-school-aged children. The book of Kings emphasizes this.
Earlier in 1 Kings 12: 8, King Rehoboam foolishly listened to the advice of
his contemporaries (yeladim) rather than the wise, experienced elders. The
term nearim 1s also used in 1 Kings 20: 13—15, where it refers to young men
capable of fighting in battle. In fact, various translations render this word as
“young men” (NASB), “junior officers” (NIV), and “servants” (ESV).
Second, one of these same words is used of David. He was the “youngest”
(naar gaton) of his family (1 Sam. 16: 11). Indeed, when seeking to anoint a
new king, the prophet Samuel looked at Jesse’s other “children” (hannearim),
among whom was the strong, warrior-like Eliab (vv. 6—7). And later in that
chapter David is called a “mighty man of valor, a warrior” (v. 18). In fact, this
“young man’ had already killed a lion and a bear before he killed Goliath (cf.
1 Sam. 17: 37). The term naar is also used of Joseph as a seventeen-year-old
(Gen. 37: 2). Basically, this term can refer to an unmarried male who is not
yet head of a household. 4 Third, not only can the term yelad refer to young
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adult (unmarried) males, but it may have an additional connection to a young
man belonging to a royal house. This is the sole term used in 1 Kings 12 to
refer to King Rehoboam’s young advisors (vv. 8, 10)—that is, “young adult
males, usually with royal associations.” 5 In 2 Kings 2, these young royals
confronted Elisha. They, “far from being little children, are young men of the
royal and perhaps priestly establishment at Bethel.” 6 Fourth, the same
number of young men killed—forty-two—appears in 2 Kings 10: there are
forty-two young men from the royal house of Omri whom Jehu slaughters
(10: 14). This number is symbolically connected to the concept of potential
blessing or curse from God. That is, this connection indicates that this two-
bear attack was the result not of a cranky prophet’s curses but rather of divine
intent. 77 (Paul Copan, Is God a Vindictive Bully?: Reconciling Portrayals of
God in the Old and New Testaments, 114-115 (Kindle Edition); Grand
Rapids, Michigan; Baker Academic)

Word studies of this kind can prove very beneficial! I remember not long ago
having a Bible study with someone about the faith of [saac in being a willing
sacrifice to Abraham (Genesis 22). My friend did not understand that Isaac
was an adult when the events of Genesis 22 took place, and concluded that
Isaac was just a child. “After all,”he said, “the Bible calls Isaac a ‘lad’ in
Genesis 22:5.”

And 1t does!

Then we did a word study on that word translated as “lad” and discovered
that usually in the Book of Genesis it was used to refer to adults! In fact,
almost every example of this word in Genesis has reference to “lads” that are
well into their adulthood.

For example:

GENESIS 18:7-AND ABRAHAM RAN TO THE HERD, TOOK A
TENDER AND GOOD CALF, GAVE IT TO A YOUNG MAN, AND HE
HASTENED TO PREPARE IT.

GENESIS 19:4-NOW BEFORE THEY LAY DOWN, THE MEN OF THE
CITY, THE MEN OF SODOM, BOTH OLD AND YOUNG, ALL THE
PEOPLE FROM EVERY QUARTER, SURROUNDED THE HOUSE.



GENESIS 34:19-SO THE YOUNG MAN DID NOT DELAY TO DO THE
THING, BECAUSE HE DELIGHTED IN JACOB'S DAUGHTER. HE WAS
MORE HONORABLE THAN ALL THE HOUSEHOLD OF HIS FATHER.

GENESIS 37:2-THIS IS THE HISTORY OF JACOB. JOSEPH, BEING
SEVENTEEN YEARS OLD, WAS FEEDING THE FLOCK WITH HIS
BROTHERS. AND THE LAD WAS WITH THE SONS OF BILHAH AND
THE SONS OF ZILPAH, HIS FATHER'S WIVES; AND JOSEPH
BROUGHT A BAD REPORT OF THEM TO HIS FATHER.

GENESIS 41:12-NOW THERE WAS A YOUNG HEBREW MAN WITH US
THERE, A SERVANT OF THE CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD. AND WE
TOLD HIM, AND HE INTERPRETED OUR DREAMS FOR US; TO
EACH MAN HE INTERPRETED ACCORDING TO HIS OWN DREAM.

GENESIS 43:8-THEN JUDAH SAID TO ISRAEL HIS FATHER, "SEND
THE LAD WITH ME, AND WE WILL ARISE AND GO, THAT WE MAY
LIVE AND NOT DIE, BOTH WE AND YOU AND ALSO OUR LITTLE
ONES.

GENESIS 44:22-AND WE SAID TO MY LORD, 'THE LAD CANNOT
LEAVE HIS FATHER, FOR /FF HE SHOULD LEAVE HIS FATHER, HIS
FATHER WOULD DIE.'

In the same way that the “lad” Isaac was an adult, so the ‘“youths’that
accosted Elisha were adults as well.

Second, the place where Elisha had this encounter was in Bethel, a well-
known center of idolatry and worship of pagan gods at that time. When we
take this into account, we see that the life of the Prophet was actually being
threatened by these young thugs.

“First, these youths mocked Elisha and showed disdain for his prophetic
status. As Bethel was a center of idolatry, these young men represented
treasonous covenant-breaking and a refusal to listen to God’s prophets. Note
the contrast here with the earlier grateful reception of Elisha at Jericho. 8
There, the school of prophets bowed themselves before Elisha and declared
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of him, “The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha” (2 Kings 2: 15). As a result, he
brought healing to them (v. 21). Compare this to the harm that came to these
young men of Bethel.” (Paul Copan, Is God a Vindictive Bully?: Reconciling
Portrayals of God in the Old and New Testaments, 115 (Kindle Edition);
Grand Rapids, Michigan; Baker Academic)

Others have concurred with this point of Copan.

“First of all, this was no minor offense, for these young men held God's
prophet in contempt. Since the prophet was God's mouthpiece piece to His
people, God Himself was being most wickedly insulted in the person of His
prophet. Second, these were not small, innocent children. They were wicked
young men, comparable to a modern street gang. Hence, the life of the
prophet was endangered by their number, the nature of their sin, and their
obvious disrespect for authority. Third, Elisha's action was designed to strike
tear in the hearts of any other such gang members. If these voting gang
members were not afraid to mock a venerable man of God such as Elisha,
then they would have been a threat to the lives of all God's people. Fourth,
some commentators note that their statements were designed to challenge
Elisha's claim to be a prophet. They were essentially saying, "If you are a
man of God, why don't you go oil up to heaven like Elijah did?" The term
"baldhead" might be a reference to the fact that lepers shaved their heads.
Such a comment would indicate that these young men looked upon Elisha as
it detestable outcast.” (Norman L. Geisler & Thomas Howe, The Big Book
of Bible Difficulties: Clear and Concise Answers from Genesis to Revelation,
2384-2391 (Kindle Edition); Grand Rapids, Michigan; Baker Books)

When we carefully examine the Bible text, we see once again that the claims
of the critics of God’s Word are unjustified. Indeed, those who attack the

Bible the most are the ones who study it the least.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. Amen.

Announcements

e Foundations Bible Class: Join us after morning service. Workbooks and
refreshments provided!



e Special thanks to Kenny and Donna Hill for hosting our Keavy Adult
Night this past Friday!

e [f you would like to be added to our church social media forum (available
through the free app known as Discord), please let brother Mark Tabata
know.

Sunday Lessons

Adult Bible Class: Through The Gospels

Teenage Bible Class: Taking A Look At Christian Evidences
Middle School Class: Heroes Of The Bible

A.M. Sermon: The Running Prophet

P.M. Sermon: The Christian Struggle With Sin

Bible Class And Sermon Notes




