The Keavy Encourager

1 Thessalonians 5:14 (GW)-We encourage you, brothers and sisters, to instruct
those who are not living right, cheer up those who are discouraged, help the weak,
and be patient with everyone.

April 14, 2024

(For Any Corrections Or Updates To The Bulletin, Please Contact brother Mark
Tabata (Call Or Text) @ 606-216-1757)

WELCOME TO THE KEAVY CHURCH OF CHRIST!

« If you are visiting with us, you are our welcomed and honored guest. We are so
thankful that you came to be with us today! PLEASE remember to pick up one
of our “Visitor Packages” before you go! PLEASE also leave your name and
address with us so that we can get you a “thank you” card in the mail. If we can
help you in any way, PLEASE let us know!

* If you would like to participate in our Communion service, you will find Lord’s
Supper packets in the Foyer (the area where you first enter the church building).

* We assemble on Sunday mornings at 10:00 (Bible Study) and 11:00 (Worship),
and on Sunday evenings at 5:00 (Worship). We also have midweek Bible study
on Wednesday evenings (5:00). Bible Classes are available for all ages! You
can visit us online for Bible studies, live streaming, and other resources! Our
website is: www.keavychurchofchrist.com, and our email address is
keavychurchofchrist@outlook.com Please share this information with your
family, friends, and social media!

April Praver List

Kurt And Joanne Martin, Sanders Family, Eddie Craft (Cancer), Jimmy Brooks
(Tammy’s cousin, cancer), Kathy Mingus (cancer), Anne Baker (Cancer), Larry
and Sandi Tabata, Josh and Holly Baker, Bill and Mary Ruth Browning, Terry and
Rita Wooten, Leland Marsee, Cassidy Hubbard, Jim and Linda Day Family (Lost
Loved Ones), Pierre And Mary Daigle, Silky Sullivan, Haley Brock And Friend
(Four-Wheeler Accident), David and Ivy Mosley, Sharon Smith, Brian Martin
(Restored Recently), Dakota Stephens (New Christian), Chris Brown, Belinda
Feydo, Pam Hensley, Junior Couch, Molly And Ebb Baker, Kristie Brucker, Butch
Young (Knee Replacement), Sarah Adams, Jimmy Mullins, Hunter Vaughn (New
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Christian), Samantha Henkel (New Christian), Shyanne Stevens (New Christian),
Kenny Hill (Recently Rededicated), Don Sanders, Paul Mattney Family (Lost
Loved Ones), Phyllis Sanders Family (Lost Loved Ones)

The Works Of The Flesh

(More Bible Studies Available At www.marktabata.com)

It is written:

Galatians 5:19-21-Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions,
jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy,
murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just
as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit

the kingdom of God.

When a person chooses to follow “the flesh,” his life will manifest this decision in
various ways.

Quite often in the New Testament, Paul discusses “the flesh.” While we may be
tempted to think of this as a reference to our physical body, it actually goes far
beyond this. Paul himself tells us that “the flesh” is a mindset where a person
chooses to focus primarily on the sinful things of the world.

Romans 8:5-9-For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the
Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life
and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God, for it is not subject
to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot
please God. 9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of
God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.

Notice that those who are in “the flesh” are carnally minded. As long as they focus
their minds on “the flesh,” they will be unable to enjoy the “life and peace” that

comes from being spiritually minded.

Also, do not lose sight of the fact that those that Paul refers to as being in “the
flesh” can encompass Christians as well as non-Christians. In fact, that is Paul’s
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emphasis in both Romans 8 and Galatians 5. Christians (those who have been
saved from sin) may apostatize and return to the ways of the world. When they do
this, the lifestyles of sin which they exhibit will demonstrate their decision not to
be true to Christ.

Let’s notice each of the “works of the flesh” that Paul mentions in Galatians
5:19-21.

Adultery-The breaking of the marriage covenant through sexual sin.

Fornication-A blanket term for all sexual sin. In the Old Testament, fornication
included such things as adultery, rape, homosexuality, prostitution, pedophilia, and
bestiality. See Leviticus 18 for more detail. Many today teach that fornication in
all of these forms is acceptable. How often have people proclaimed that it is wise
for couples to live together and have sexual relations before marriage? The facts
show that such relationships often do not endure.

“In truth, though, cohabiting couples tend to do quite poorly when it comes to
partner selection. First, many cohabiting relationships do not lead to marriage. One
study suggests that in more recent years only 50 percent to 60 percent of first time
cohabiters end up marrying the person they live with." When the number of these
cohabiting couples who break up were added to the number who cohabited,
married, and subsequently divorced, as many as 80 percent of couples who cohabit
will end their relationship at some point!'-This is an important statistic, not to be
lightly passed over. It's apparent that in most cohabiting relationships, a poor
partner choice is made. Think, then, of all the turmoil, disappointment, and
heartache that go along with all this breaking up and divorce. Further, one study in
Canada found that most cohabiting relationships do not endure for long periods.
Fewer than half, in fact, survive for just three years.” Another study indicated that
40 percent of cohabiting unions do not continue for even a year, only one-third
survive for two years; for couples who remain in a cohabiting relationship without
marrying, only between 25 percent and 33 percent survive for five years. And the
survival rate for ten years is only between 12 percent and 15 percent.' In contrast to
all of this, nineteen out of twenty first marriages survive for two years,' and 90
percent survive to ten years." The clear conclusion is that only in a modest number
of cases do the partners chosen for a cohabiting relationship prove to be long-term
companions. If, then, cohabitation does not lead to marriage, about 90 percent of
these relationships are doomed to failure. And even if the couples marry, they will
more than likely divorce; those cohabiting unions that end in marriage are "almost
twice as likely to dissolve within ten years."" (Jeff VanGoethem, Living Together:
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A Guide to Counseling Unmarried Couples, 539-551 (Kindle Edition); Grand
Rapids, Michigan; Kregel Publications)

Uncleanness-Though the word was often used of various kinds of sexual sin, this
was not its’ only meaning. For example, Demosthenes uses this word to have to
reference to a man who committed perjury against his friend in betrayal.
Lewdness-Thayer says this word has reference to “wanton manners as filthy
words, indecent bodily movements, in haste handling of males and females.”
Bruce points out that this word carries with it also this interesting definition:

“...vice that throws off all restraint and flaunts itself, unwed by shame or fear,” vice
paraded with blatant impudence and insolence, without regard for self-respect, for
the rights and feelings of others, or for public decency.” (F.F. Bruce, The New
International Greek Testament Commentary: The Epistle To The Galatians,
j4444-4447 (Kindle Edition); Grand Rapids, Michigan; William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company)

Idolatry-Elevation of anything that comes before God. This could include pagan
gods and goddesses (1 Corinthians 10:14) but is not limited to them. Colossians
3:5 describes greed as a form of idolatry, and the Prophet Ezekiel discussed those
who elevate their idols in their hearts (Ezekiel 14:1-4).

Sorcery-The Greek word pharmakeia is used here. The word originally had
reference to the good use of drugs, then to the abuse of drugs. Finally the word
came to reference the ways that witches would use potions in carrying out their
spells. The Jewish people understood that this word condemned all forms of
witchcraft as well as forms of drug abuse. They also pointed out that this practice
opened up a person to demonic influence.

Hatred-This word had reference to hostilities between individuals or communities
especially because of political, racial, or religious grounds. This was contrary to
the law of Christ, which is rooted in loving our neighbor as ourself (cf. Romans
13:8-10).

Contentions-The Greek word here has reference to feelings and actions of strife
that may be manifested especially through unresolved anger, bitterness, and an
unforgiving spirit.



Jealousies-There is a good type of jealously and a bad type of jealously. The word
used here has reference to a person who strongly covets something which
rightfully belongs to another person.

Outbursts Of Wrath-This had reference to allowing unresolved anger to build up
and “explode” towards another person in a sinful and often destructive way.

Selfish Ambitions-This had reference to a competitive spirit that was based on an
acquisition of power and/or wealth. It elevated self to a terrible and terrifying
degree.

Dissensions-The ones who foster division willfully and without repentance.

Heresies-The formation of denominations and divisions based primarily upon
teaching which is opposed to the Word of God.

Envy-An attitude that cannot rejoice in the success of another person.
Murderers-The unjust taking of life.

Drunkenness-The state of being intoxicated. Many today defend such concepts as
social drinking. However, this is opposed to the Word of God, which condemns
the recreational use of any drug (cf. Titus 2:11-14). Indeed, Ephesians 5:18
commands Christians to not even begin the process of becoming intoxicated!

Revelries-Sinful parties or orgies. While many in our world defend such, the Word
of God condemns it. Peter reminds us that these things should be in the past of the
child of God (1 Peter 4:3-4).

Christians can go back and live in these wicked lifestyles, which was one of the
problems taking places in the churches of Galatia. Paul tells the Christians that
they need to repent of these things and make it their aim to walk in the Spirit and
not in the flesh.

Galatians 5:16-17-1 say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of
the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh;,
and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you
wish.



Christians must always attempt to walk in the Spirit and allow Him to bring forth
His fruit in our lives:

Galatians 5:22-23-But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is
no law.

What a contrast between the works of the flesh and the fruit of the Spirit!

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit, be with you all. Amen.

Good Advice For Everyday Living (Borrowed From Facebook)

“l. Compliment three people every day. 2. Watch a sunrise at least once a year.
3. Be the first to say, “Hello.” 4. Live beneath your means. 5. Treat everyone
like you want to be treated. 6. Never give up on anybody. Miracles happen! 7.
Forget the Joneses. 8. Never deprive someone of hope. It may be all he has. 9.
Pray not for things, but for wisdom and courage. 10. Be tough-minded and
tenderhearted. 11. Be kinder than necessary. 12. Don’t forget a person’s greatest
emotional need is to feel appreciated. 13. Keep your promises. 14. Learn to
show cheerfulness, even when you don’t feel like it. 15. Remember that overnight
success usually takes about fifteen years. 16. Leave everything better than you
found it. 17. Remember that winners do what losers don’t want to do. 18. When
you arrive at your job in the morning, let the first thing you say brighten
everyone’s day. 19. Don’t rain on other people’s parades. 20. Never waste an
opportunity to tell someone you love them.”

Announcements

e Our hearts rejoice in the baptisms of Ellen Colwell and Shyanne Stevens and the
rededciation of brother Kenny Hill this past week! Please remember all of these
precious souls in your prayers.

e Molly and Ebb Baker continue to be very sick. Please remember them in your
prayers!

e Foundations Bible Class: We will have Foundations Bible Class today after
morning service. Workbooks available!

e New Church Directory: Could you please provide me the following information
to brother Mark Tabata? Plans are to complete the directory this month: please
get your information to brother Mark as soon as possible!



Full Name.

Current Address.

Birthday.

Phone number (landline)

Cell phone number (and if you are able to receive and send text messages).

Email Address.

Any kind of ministries and services you are able and willing to provide for the

Lord and the church at Keavy (ie, preaching, teaching Bible class for adults

and/or children, writing cards to members and visitors and others, calling and

texting the sick and elderly and shut-ins, grading Bible lessons, helping
prepare and take food to those in need, homeless ministry, jail ministry, etc).

Social Media Contact Information

9. Anything else you would like to include.

e We will have a newspaper article in the Corbin News Journal every other week.
It is entitled “The Keavy church of Christ Beacon.”  Please remember this
outreach in your prayers!

e Thanks to everyone who came out and who helped with the Keavy Adult Night!
Our next one will be Friday April 26.

e Our next Keavy Kids Night will be Thursday May 2.

e [If you would like to be added to our church social media forum (available

through the free app known as Discord), please let brother Mark Tabata know.
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Sunday Lessons

Adult Bible Class: Through The Gospels

Teenage Bible Class: Taking A Look At Christian Evidences

Middle School Class: Heroes Of The Bible

Sunday A.M. Lesson: The Whirlwind Speaks (Job 38:1; 40:6)

Sunday P.M. Lesson: The Royal Name (Acts 11:26; 26:28; 1 Peter 4:16)

Bible Class And Sermon Notes







