
The Keavy Encourager  

1 Thessalonians 5:14 (GW)-We encourage you, brothers and sisters, to instruct those who 
are not living right, cheer up those who are discouraged, help the weak, and be patient 

with everyone.  

April 7, 2024 

(For Any Corrections Or Updates To The Bulletin, Please Contact brother Mark Tabata 
(Call Or Text) @ 606-216-1757) 

WELCOME TO THE KEAVY CHURCH OF CHRIST! 

• If you are visiting with us, you are our welcomed and honored guest.  We are so 
thankful that you came to be with us today!  PLEASE remember to pick up one of our 
“Visitor Packages” before you go! PLEASE also leave your name and address with us 
so that we can get you a “thank you” card in the mail.  If we can help you in any way, 
PLEASE let us know!   

• If you would like to participate in our Communion service, you will find Lord’s Supper 
packets in the Foyer (the area where you first enter the church building).   

• We assemble on Sunday mornings at 10:00 (Bible Study) and 11:00 (Worship), and on 
Sunday evenings at 5:00 (Worship).  We also have midweek Bible study on Wednesday 
evenings (5:00).  Bible Classes are available for all ages!   You can visit us online for 
Bible studies, live streaming, and other resources! Our website is: 
w w w . k e a v y c h u r c h o f c h r i s t . c o m , a n d o u r e m a i l a d d r e s s i s 
keavychurchofchrist@outlook.com  Please  share this information with your family, 
friends, and social media!   

April Prayer List 

Kurt And Joanne Martin, Sanders Family,  Eddie Craft (Cancer), Jimmy Brooks 
(Tammy’s cousin, cancer), Kathy Mingus (cancer), Anne Baker (Cancer), Larry and 
Sandi Tabata, Josh and Holly Baker,  Bill and Mary Ruth Browning, Terry and Rita 
Wooten, Leland Marsee, Cassidy Hubbard, Jim and Linda Day Family (Lost Loved 

Ones),  Pierre And Mary Daigle, Silky Sullivan, Haley Brock And Friend (Four-Wheeler 
Accident), David and Ivy Mosley, Sharon Smith, Glen And Barbara Hale, Brian Martin 
(Restored Recently), Dakota Stephens (New Christian), Chris Brown, Belinda Feydo, 

Pam Hensley, Junior Couch, Molly And Ebb Baker, Kristie Brucker, Butch Young (Knee 
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Replacement), Sarah Adams, Jimmy Mullins, Hunter Vaughn (New Christian), Samantha 
Henkel (New Christian) 

Signs In The Heavens 

(More Bible Studies Available @ www.marktabata.com)  

It is written: 

Luke 21:25-And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and on the 
earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring;  

Throughout time, God has often forecast His punishments upon sinful nations of 
humanity through heavenly signs and portents.  Throughout Hs inspired Word, the Lord 
has demonstrated this time after time.  For example, sometimes heavenly signs can be a 
reference to literal astral phenomena.   

When the Jews killed the Messiah of God, the Lord rejected them from being His 
covenant people (Romans 11:18-25).  It was at the time of Jesus' death on Calvary that 
God foretold in a heavenly omen the calamity which would fall upon the city of 
Jerusalem.  The Prophet Amos declared: 

Amos 8:9-10-9   "And it shall come to pass in that day," says the Lord GOD, "That I will 
make the sun go down at noon, And I will darken the earth in broad daylight;  10   I will 
turn your feasts into mourning, And all your songs into lamentation; I will bring 
sackcloth on every waist, And baldness on every head; I will make it like mourning for an 
only son, And its end like a bitter day. 

When Jesus died on the cross of Calvary this Prophecy was fulfilled:  

Matthew 27:45-Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was darkness over all 
the land. 

Amazingly, many ancient historians confirm this darkness which took place when the 
Lord died.   

"Several interesting reports in extrabiblical literature suggest that the darkness at Jesus’ 
crucifixion was worldwide. The early church Father Origen (Against Celsus, 2.33) 
reported a statement by a Roman historian who mentioned such a darkness. Another 
church Father, Tertullian, wrote to some pagan acquaintances about an unusual darkness 
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on that day, “which wonder is related in your own annals and preserved in your own 
archives to this day.” There was also a supposed report from Pilate to Emperor Tiberius 
that assumed the emperor’s knowledge of a certain widespread darkness, even 
mentioning that it was from twelve to three in the afternoon."  (John MacArthur, 
MacArthur New Testament Commentary: Matthew, 48425-48434 (Kindle Edition); 
Chicago; Moody Press)  

The Mayans and the Aztec civilizations also contain written references to the terrible 
darkness and horrible earthquakes which transpired when Christ died on the Cross.  Don 
Mariano Fernandez de Echevarria y Veytia wrote a two volume work entitled Historia 
Antigua de Mexico.  He chronicles: 

"These natives indicate another singular event in their histories with great exactness, 
which later served them as a fixed era for their chronological calculations.  They say that 
166 years after the correction of their calendar, at the beginning of the year that was 
indicated with the hieroglyph of the House in the number ten, being a full moon, the sun 
was eclipsed at midday, the solar body being totally covered, such that the earth became 
darkened so much that the stars appeared and it seemed like night, and at the same time 
an earthquake was felt as horrible as they had ever experienced, because the stones 
crashing against one another were broken into pieces, and the earth opened up in many 
parts…Following these calculations, and adjusted to the comparison of the tables, this 
event should be placed in the year 4066 of the world, which was indicated with this 
character as can be seen in the tables, and precisely 166 after the adjustment of the 
calendar; and because of the circumstances surrounding this eclipse and earthquake, it 
was impossible for it to be any other than that which was observed at the death of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, having suffered it in the thirty-third year of his age, and so it seems that 
the incarnation of the Word should be placed in the year 4034 of the world, which the 
Indians indicated with the same hieroglyph of the House in the number 4, and I have 
noted it that way in the tables, and with this calculation following the chronological order 
they observed, counting the years from one memorable event to another with the 
assignment of the hieroglyph of the year in which they fell, I have been able to coordinate 
it perfectly with our years in the year 1519, in which Cortez landed at Veracruz, as will be 
seen in the discourse of this history.  ( Donald W. Hemingway and W. David Hemingway, 
The Bearded White God Of Ancient America: The Legend Of Quetzalcoatl, 50-51; Cedar 
Fort, Inc) 

The Lord Jesus Himself, before His crucifixion, warned the Jewish believers of His day 
that great signs in the heavens would herald the destruction of their city:  
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Matthew 24:29-Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the 
heavens will be shaken. 

Mark 13:24-25-24  "But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light;  25  the stars of heaven will fall, and the powers in 
the heavens will be shaken. 

Interestingly, all of these signs that Jesus prophesied would take place upon "this 
generation" (Matthew 24:34; Mark 13:30; Luke 21:32).   The Jewish historian, Josephus, 
writes about the strange heavenly "signs" that took place before the destruction of the city 
of Jerusalem during the time of “this generation” around 70 A.D.: 

"(3).  Thus there was a star resembling a sword, which stood over the city, and a 
comment, that continued a whole year.  (4).  Thus also, before the Jews' rebellion, and 
before those commotions which preceded the war, when teh peole were come in great 
crows to the feast of unleavened bread, on the eighth day of the month Xanthicus, (Nisan) 
and at the ninth hour of the night, so great a light shone round the altar and the holy 
house, that it appeared to be bright day-time; which light lasted for half an hour.  (5). This 
light seemed to be a good sign to the unskillful, but was so interpreted by the sacred 
scribes as to portend those vents that followed immediately upon it...Besides these, a few 
days after that feast on the one-and-twentieth day of the month Artemisius (Jyar), a 
certain prodigious and incredible phenomenon appeared; I suppose the account of it 
would seem to be a fable, were it not related by those who saw it, and were not the events 
that followed it of so considerable a nature as to deserve such signals; for, before sun-
setting, chariots and troops of soldiers in their armor were seen running about among the 
clouds, and surrounding cities."  (Josephus, Wars, 6.289-300 (6:5:3) 

Also, sometimes heavenly signs can refer figuratively to the downfall of rulers and 
nations.   While the imagery of heavenly signs could at times have reference to literally 
phenomena which would occur, sometimes there was a figurative application of such 
language as well.  Throughout the Old Testament, God's Prophets sometimes referred to 
prominent leaders and rulers as "stars" and couched the destruction of wicked nations in 
the terminology of galactic doom.  In these cases, the references were not understood 
literally but figuratively and poetically, as expressing great sorrow and destruction upon 
nations.   

Genesis 37:9-Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, and said, 
"Look, I have dreamed another dream. And this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven 
stars bowed down to me." 
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Here, Jacob's family is personified as the sun, moon, and stars.   

Again: 

Judges 5:19-20-19  "The kings came and fought, Then the kings of Canaan fought In 
Taanach, by the waters of Megiddo; They took no spoils of silver.  20  They fought from 
the heavens; The stars from their courses fought against Sisera. 

When describing the destruction of the city of Jerusalem that occurred in 586 B.C., the 
Prophet Jeremiah writes: 

Jeremiah 4:23-28-23  I beheld the earth, and indeed it was without form, and void; And 
the heavens, they had no light.  24  I beheld the mountains, and indeed they trembled, 
And all the hills moved back and forth.  25  I beheld, and indeed there was no man, And 
all the birds of the heavens had fled.  26  I beheld, and indeed the fruitful land was a 
wilderness, And all its cities were broken down At the presence of the LORD, By His 
fierce anger.  27  For thus says the LORD: "The whole land shall be desolate; Yet I will 
not make a full end.  28  For this shall the earth mourn, And the heavens above be black, 
Because I have spoken. I have purposed and will not relent, Nor will I turn back from it.  
29  The whole city shall flee from the noise of the horsemen and bowmen. They shall go 
into thickets and climb up on the rocks. Every city shall be forsaken, And not a man shall 
dwell in it. 

In this passage, Jeremiah is specifically describing the siege of Jerusalem (Jeremiah 4:7).  
Please observe how the destruction of a city is couched in poetic expressions of universal 
gloom and calamity.  Isaiah the Prophet uses the same imagery in  describing the 
downfall of the nation of Babylon.  He writes:  

Isaiah 13:9-10-9  Behold, the day of the LORD comes, Cruel, with both wrath and fierce 
anger, To lay the land desolate; And He will destroy its sinners from it.  10  For the stars 
of heaven and their constellations Will not give their light; The sun will be darkened in its 
going forth, And the moon will not cause its light to shine. 

To make it clear that the Lord was describing the downfall of Babylon in this passage, we 
are again told: 

Isaiah 13:17-19-17  "Behold, I will stir up the Medes against them, Who will not regard 
silver; And as for gold, they will not delight in it.  18  Also their bows will dash the young 
men to pieces, And they will have no pity on the fruit of the womb; Their eye will not 
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spare children.  19  And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, The beauty of the Chaldeans' 
pride, Will be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. 

Later, in describing the downfall of the nation of Edom, we find similar language used: 

Isaiah 34:2-5-2  For the indignation of the LORD is against all nations, And His fury 
against all their armies; He has utterly destroyed them, He has given them over to the 
slaughter.  3  Also their slain shall be thrown out; Their stench shall rise from their 
corpses, And the mountains shall be melted with their blood.  4  All the host of heaven 
shall be dissolved, And the heavens shall be rolled up like a scroll; All their host shall fall 
down As the leaf falls from the vine, And as fruit falling from a fig tree.  5  "For My sword 
shall be bathed in heaven; Indeed it shall come down on Edom, And on the people of My 
curse, for judgment. 

The Prophet Ezekiel describes the destruction of Egypt by the nation of Babylon, under 
the king Nebuchadnezzar.  In his account, he uses similar language to that of Isaiah: 

Ezekiel 30:10-12-10  'Thus says the Lord GOD: "I will also make a multitude of Egypt to 
cease By the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon.  11  He and his people with him, 
the most terrible of the nations, Shall be brought to destroy the land; They shall draw 
their swords against Egypt, And fill the land with the slain.  12  I will make the rivers dry, 
And sell the land into the hand of the wicked; I will make the land waste, and all that is in 
it, By the hand of aliens. I, the LORD, have spoken." 

Ezekiel 32:7-11-7  When I put out your light, I will cover the heavens, and make its stars 
dark; I will cover the sun with a cloud, And the moon shall not give her light.  8  All the 
bright lights of the heavens I will make dark over you, And bring darkness upon your 
land,' Says the Lord GOD.  9  'I will also trouble the hearts of many peoples, when I 
bring your destruction among the nations, into the countries which you have not known.  
10  Yes, I will make many peoples astonished at you, and their kings shall be horribly 
afraid of you when I brandish My sword before them; and they shall tremble every 
moment, every man for his own life, in the day of your fall.'  11  "For thus says the Lord 
GOD: 'The sword of the king of Babylon shall come upon you. 

Even David, when he was delivered from the hand of king Saul, used similar language to 
that of the Prophets in describing the  tumultuous events of that time: 

Psalm 18:6-15-6  In my distress I called upon the LORD, And cried out to my God; He 
heard my voice from His temple, And my cry came before Him, even to His ears.  7  Then 
the earth shook and trembled; The foundations of the hills also quaked and were shaken, 
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Because He was angry.  8  Smoke went up from His nostrils, And devouring fire from His 
mouth; Coals were kindled by it.  9  He bowed the heavens also, and came down With 
darkness under His feet.  10  And He rode upon a cherub, and flew; He flew upon the 
wings of the wind.  11  He made darkness His secret place; His canopy around Him was 
dark waters And thick clouds of the skies.  12  From the brightness before Him, His thick 
clouds passed with hailstones and coals of fire.  13  The LORD thundered from heaven, 
And the Most High uttered His voice, Hailstones and coals of fire.  14  He sent out His 
arrows and scattered the foe, Lightnings in abundance, and He vanquished them.  15  
Then the channels of the sea were seen, The foundations of the world were uncovered At 
Your rebuke, O LORD, At the blast of the breath of Your nostrils. 

From the foregoing facts, we can draw some general conclusions.   

First, throughout the Bible, there were times when God forecast His judgments upon the 
nations of wicked men with literal signs in the Heavens that took place.  The judgments 
that these signs forecast could take many forms, including (but not limited to) profound 
darkness, solar and lunar eclipses, strange visions in the skies, and differing weather 
conditions.  While the signs themselves could be used to forecast Divine judgment 
against nations, this was not always their function.  Second, often in Scripture, heavenly 
signs are used in a figurative sense to describe the rise and fall of political leaders and 
powerful nations.  Third, it needs to be pointed out even more emphatically that while the 
Bible teaches that God sometimes provides heavenly signs of the downfall of wicked and 
corrupt nations, there are no signs given of the end of the world itself.  This important 
contrast is made especially clear in the 24th chapter of Matthew.  There, several signs are 
provided for the disciples to beware of regarding the destruction of the city of Jerusalem.  
The disciples were able to recognize these signs, and therefore were able to flee from the 
city before its destruction.  However, of the end of the world (age), there are be no signs   
given to forecast this day is judgement.   

Matthew 24:36-But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but 
My Father only. 

Matthew 24:42-Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. 

Matthew 24:44-Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you 
do not expect. 

Matthew 25:13-Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the 
Son of Man is coming. 
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The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  Amen.   

The OTHER Serenity Prayer (Adapted from Facebook) 

“God, grant me the serenity to stop beating myself up for not doing things perfectly, the 
courage to forgive myself because I’m working on doing things better, and the wisdom to 
know that You love me just the way I am.”   

Announcements 

• Foundations Bible Class: We will have Foundations Bible Class today after morning 
service.  Workbooks will be provided!   

• New Church Directory: Could you please provide me the following information to 
brother Mark Tabata?  Plans are to complete the directory this week: please get your 
information to brother Mark as soon as possible!   

1. Full Name.  
2. Current Address.    
3. Birthday.  
4. Phone number (landline)  
5. Cell phone number (and if you are able to receive and send text messages).  
6. Email Address.   
7. Any kind of ministries and services  you are able and willing to provide for the Lord 

and the church at Keavy (ie, preaching, teaching Bible class for adults and/or 
children, writing cards to members and visitors and others, calling and texting  the 
sick and elderly and shut-ins, grading Bible lessons, helping prepare and take food to 
those in need, homeless ministry, jail ministry, etc).    

8. Social Media Contact Information  
9. Anything else you would like to include.    
• We welcome Hunter Vaughn and Samantha Hinkle to the Lord’s church!   They were 

baptized into Christ this past Monday evening.  We are blessed to have you as part of 
our family at Keavy church of Christ!   

• Starting this past week, we will have a newspaper article in the Corbin News Journal.  
It is entitled “The Keavy church of Christ Beacon.”   Please remember this outreach in 
your prayers!      

• Thanks to everyone who came out and who helped with the Keavy Young People 
Night this past Friday!  Our next Keavy Kids Night will be Thursday May 2.   

• Our next Keavy Adult Fellowship Night will be this Friday (April 12) at 6:00.  We will 
have food, fellowship, fun, and a film!  The movie will be: “Courageous.”  Come out 
and join us!   
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• Special thanks to all the members who have been helping with the cleaning of the 
church building and keeping of the grounds!  You are so appreciated!   

• If you would like to be added to our church social media forum (available through the 
free app known as Discord), please let brother Mark Tabata know.   

Sunday Lessons 

Adult Bible Class: Through The Gospels 

Teenage Bible Class: Taking A Look At Christian Evidences  

Middle School Class: Heroes Of The Bible  

Sunday A.M. Lesson: Water To Wine (John 2:1-11)  

Sunday P.M. Lesson: Can We Know That We Know Jesus (1 John 2:3-5)?   

Bible Class And Sermon Notes 
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