
The Keavy Encourager  
(June 1 2025) 

1 Thessalonians 5:14 (GW)-We encourage you, brothers and sisters, to instruct those who 
are not living right, cheer up those who are discouraged, help the weak, and be patient 

with everyone. 

(For Any Corrections Or Updates To The Bulletin, Please Contact brother Mark Tabata 
(Call Or Text) @ 606-216-1757) 

WELCOME TO THE KEAVY CHURCH OF CHRIST! 

• Visitors: Please fill out a visitor card and grab a Visitor Welcome Kit!   
• Communion is available in the front of the building on the table.   
• Our website is: www.keavychurchofchrist.com, and our email address is 

keavychurchofchrist@outlook.com  Please share this information with your family, 
friends, and social media pages!   

June Prayer List 

Kurt And Joanne Martin, Sanders Family,  Eddie Craft (Cancer), Jimmy Brooks 
(Tammy’s cousin, cancer), Kathy Mingus (Cancer), Anne Baker (Cancer), Larry and 
Sandi Tabata, Bill and Mary Ruth Browning, David and Ivy Mosley, Molly And Ebb 

Baker, Margie Turner (Hospice), Jake Robbins (Cancer), Coy Gilliam (Cancer), Roger 
and Sandra Frazier & Family, Carman Carroll, Bessie Young, Nathan & Patty McDaniel, 

Edward Young Sr., Ed Young, Mike Clayton (Liver Transplant), Corbin Pennington 
Junior (Chemotherapy),  Larry & Rosetta Short (Sister Marlene’s Brother & Sister In 

Law), John Reeder (Cancer), Harmony Mullins, Mike Gill (Cancer), Claude Humphrey 
(Cancer), Cheryl Moore (Kin To Sister Ellen), Felicity Lanham (Cancer), Diane Duke, 
Chris Holt (Friend Of Brother Mark), Piere Daigel (Cancer), Samantha Collins, Ruth 
Baker, Debbie Powell (Recuperating), Ellen Colwell Family (Lost Loved Ones), Jerry 
Napier, Shirley Farley, Fred Morris, Anabelle (Granddaughter of Donnie and Debbie 
Powell), Bob Jones, Roger Frazier (Recuperating From Stroke), Tim Williams, Jackie 
Martin, James Smith And Family, Mary Ruth Browning Family (Lost Loved Ones), 
Matthew Bargo (Recuperating From Surgery), Tambra Hicks And Family, People In 

Ukraine, Brooke, Thomas Wayne Dockery, Debbie McDaniel (Good News On Social 
Security), Earnie Baker (Phyllis Brother In Law), Ronnie Griffin (Breathing Problems 
Paul’s Brother In Law), Charlie (Marlene’s Friend), Leon Mullins Family (Lost Loved 

Ones), Gracie Gregory (brain surgery Tuesday friend of sister Phyllis), Linda Lewis 
(great niece Paisley in hospital with flu eleven years old), Debbie Slone (Covid sister in 
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law or Gary Fleming), Joanne, James Theverakan, George Theverakan, Tornado 
Survivors, Clinton Kilbourne Family (Lost Lived Ones Kin To Brother Patrick), Waylon 

Carey (Sister Phyllis’ Nephew In Hospital), Joel Wells (Sister Bonnie’s Nephew In 
Tornado), Gabby Begley (Feet amputated), Vanessa Fleming (ER recently)  

Serving God Will Be Costly  

(More Bible Studies Available At www.marktabata.com)  

It is written:   

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the 
promises offered up his only begotten son,  18  of whom it was said, "IN ISAAC YOUR 
SEED SHALL BE CALLED,". 19   concluding that God was able to raise him up, even 
from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense.  (Hebrews 
11:17-19)  

The Bible teaches us that God called upon Abraham to offer up his son, Isaac, as a burnt 
offering.  However, we are assured at the onset of the passage that this was actually a test 
of Abraham.   

Genesis 22:1-Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to 
him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am."  

Regarding the subject of the offering of Isaac, Copan has well pointed out:  

“Four things about God’s character emerge as we work through Genesis 22. First, we’re 
immediately tipped off to the fact that God is testing Abraham (v. 1). God doesn’t intend 
for Isaac to be sacrificed. No, Abraham isn’t yet aware of what the reader knows—
namely, that this is only a test. Second, even the hard command to Abraham is cushioned 
by God’s tenderness. God’s directive is unusual: “Please take your son”—or as another 
scholar translates it, “Take, I beg of you, your only son.” 10 God is remarkably gentle as 
he gives a difficult order. This type of divine command (as a plea) is rare. Old Testament 
commentator Gordon Wenham sees here a “hint that the Lord appreciates the costliness 
of what he is asking.” 11 God understands the magnitude of this difficult task. In fact, one 
commentator states that God is not demanding here; thus, if Abraham couldn’t see God’s 
broader purposes and so couldn’t bring himself to do this, he wouldn’t “incur any guilt” 
in declining God’s pleas. 12 A third indication of God’s good character highlights his 
faithfulness. God reminded Abraham of “your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac” 
(v. 2). God’s covenant acknowledgment is apparent: the divine promise to Abraham can’t 
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be fulfilled without Isaac. Abraham is struggling to keep two things in mind: his deep 
love for Isaac is good and right, and the circumstances surrounding Isaac’s birth clearly 
showed that God was fulfilling his covenant promise to Abraham. While this is the most 
fearful and dreadful thing Abraham would ever have to do, he is trying to come to terms 
with just how God would fulfill his promise through Isaac. A fourth reminder of God’s 
faithful character is that God is sending Abraham to a mountain in the region of Moriah
—derived from the Hebrew word ra’ah, “provide, see, show.” As we noted earlier, the 
place “which I will tell you” is linked back to God’s initial call to Abram to “go” to “the 
land which I will show you” (12: 1, emphasis added). Abraham was also aware of God’s 
provision for Hagar and Ishmael when they first fled. Hagar said (using the same Hebrew 
word ra’ah), “You are a God who sees” (16: 13). So in the very word Moriah 
(“ provision”) we have a hint of salvation and deliverance. Wenham helpfully observes, 
“Salvation is thus promised in the very decree that sounds like annihilation.” 13 In all of 
these ways, we see God’s faithful tenderness cushioning the startling harshness of God’s 
command. It’s as though God is saying to Abraham, “I’m testing your obedience and 
allegiance. You don’t understand, but in light of all I’ve done and said to you, trust me. 
Not even death can nullify the promise I’ve made.””  (Paul Copan, Is God a Moral 
Monster?: Making Sense of the Old Testament God, 47-48 (Kindle Edition); Grand 
Rapids, Michigan; Baker Books)  

Abraham trusted God, and knew that the LORD would keep His Word to bring forth a 
nation through Isaac.  Therefore, he reasoned that God would raise up Isaac from the 
dead after he had carried out the command to kill him.  So Abraham faithfully told the 
servant that both he and Isaac would return to them:  

Genesis 22:5-And Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the donkey; the lad 
and I will go yonder and worship, and we will come back to you."  

While on the mountain, God provided a ram to take the place of Isaac as the sacrifice:  

Genesis 22:13-Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram 
caught in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for 
a burnt offering instead of his son.  

Abraham was willing to risk everything for God, and he was blessed for it.  However, 
Abraham’s obedience to God also cost him dearly.  Consider what happened after this 
incident:  

Genesis 22:19-So Abraham returned to his young men, and they rose and went together 
to Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba.  
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“The word “stayed” in this context means “settled,” which makes it clear that Abraham 
did not merely visit Beersheba; he made it his new home. This is highly significant in that 
it would mean that Abraham did not return to live with Sarah in Kiryat Arba (Hebron). In 
fact, the next time the Torah mentions Sarah (23: 1), it is to chronicle her death in Kiryat 
Arba and to note that Abraham came from elsewhere (presumably Beersheba) to mourn 
her (Genesis 23: 2). Rabbi Avraham Chen, an Israeli Orthodox scholar, raised the 
possibility that Abraham and Sarah lived apart in the aftermath of the akedah, perhaps 
because Sarah heard what had taken place and could not forgive her husband for what he 
had planned to do. A mentor of mine, Rabbi Pinchas Peli, also believed the Torah makes 
clear Abraham and Sarah separated after the akedah. I can see no other explanation for 
the Torah not recording their ever speaking again, or their living in separate cities, many 
days’ walking distance from one another. Abraham, Isaac, and Sarah are one more of the 
many troubled families in Genesis. By describing every family in Genesis in such a way, 
the Torah does most of its readers a great service. It is calming to know even the 
matriarchs and patriarchs of the Bible had serious family problems. Those who have 
troubled families are therefore not alone; such families may well be the norm.”  (Dennis 
Prager, The Rational Bible: Genesis-God, Creation, Destruction, 288-290 (Kindle 
Edition); Washington, DC; Regnery Faith) 

Later, we read: 

Genesis 23:2-So Sarah died in Kirjath Arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan, and 
Abraham came to mourn for Sarah and to weep for her.  

“The word translated here as “proceeded” is the Hebrew word “came” or “went.” This is 
important because it means Abraham travelled to where Sarah died in order to mourn her. 
That he had to travel from Beersheba, where he had settled after the akedah (see 22: 19), 
to Kiryat Arba, where Sarah was living, clearly implies they were not living together at 
the time of her death. As noted in the previous chapter, it appears that Abraham and Sarah 
separated after Sarah learned of the near-sacrifice of Isaac (see commentary to Genesis 
22: 19): subsequent to that event, the Torah never mentions their being together.”  
(Dennis Prager, The Rational Bible: Genesis-God, Creation, Destruction, 288-290 
(Kindle Edition); Washington, DC; Regnery Faith)  

It would seem that Sarah would not live with Abraham after the sacrifice of Isaac.  Even 
though she is held up as a powerful example of faith in the Word of God (cf. Hebrews 
11:11-16), she was not perfect.  This serves as a reminder to us that following Christ may 
often cost us the respect and even the love of family and friends.  Jesus tells us: 
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Luke 14:26-27-If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and 
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.  
27  And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.  

May the Lord help us to count the cost of following Him, and may we be willing to be 
His disciples.   

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit, be with you all.  Amen.   

Announcements  

• Baptism Announcement!   Last Sunday, Zoey and Kylie Taylor were baptized into 
Christ following our morning services and potluck meal!  We welcome them to the 
Lord’s church and to our family at Keavy church of Christ!  

• Please keep the new Barbourville mission work in your prayers.    
• Next Sunday after morning church service  we will have a celebration for our high 

school graduates, Brooklyn Martin and Hunter Henson.    
• Our Keavy Outing at Cumberland Falls is Saturday June 14.   Please come out and 

attend if you are able!  
• Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be July 20-24.    Please make plans to attend and if 

you can help in any way, it will be greatly appreciated!  
• Regularly Scheduled Events; Sunday Bible Class All Ages (Every Sunday @ 10:00); 

Sunday Worship (Every Sunday @ 11:00 AM And 5:00 PM); Wednesday Evening 
Bible Class All Ages (Every Wednesday @ 5:00); Keavy Ladies And Supportive 
Saints (K.LA.S.S. Every First Sunday Of The Month After Evening Service); Keavy 
Support Group (Every Tuesday @ 6:00); Adult Night (Every Second And Fourth 
Friday @ 6:000); Youth Group Night (Every First Thursday @ 6:00); Homeless 
Ministry At Good Samaritan House In London (Every Wednesday From 7-9 and 
Sunday Evenings @ 7:00)); Nursing Home Ministry (Every Third Thursday @ 6:00); 
Keavy Fellowship Meal (Every Last Sunday of The Month After Morning Service) 

Bible Class And Sermon Notes
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