
The Keavy Encourager  

(August 3 2025) 

1 Thessalonians 5:14 (GW)-We encourage you, brothers and sisters, to instruct 
those who are not living right, cheer up those who are discouraged, help the weak, 

and be patient with everyone. 

(For Any Corrections Or Updates To The Bulletin, Please Contact brother Mark 
Tabata (Call Or Text) @ 606-216-1757) 

WELCOME TO THE KEAVY CHURCH OF CHRIST! 

• Visitors: Please fill out a visitor card and grab a Visitor Welcome Kit!   
• Communion is available in the front of the building on the table.   
• Our website is: www.keavychurchofchrist.com, and our email address is 

keavychurchofchrist@outlook.com  Please share this information with your 
family, friends, and social media pages!   

• If you would like to be subscribed to brother Mark Tabata’s email list (for 
weekday devotionals and other Bible and Bible related studies), please let 
him know! 

Learning Love From The Book Of Ruth 

(More Bible studies available @ www.marktabata.com) 

It is written:  

Ruth 1:16-17-But Ruth said: "Entreat me not to leave you, Or to turn back 
from following after you; For wherever you go, I will go; And wherever you 
lodge, I will lodge; Your people shall be my people, And your God, my God.  
17   Where you die, I will die, And there will I be buried. The LORD do so to 
me, and more also, If anything but death parts you and me."   

The Book of Ruth teaches us some very important lessons about love.   
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The Book of Ruth tells the story of a woman named Ruth, who is the Gentile 
daughter-in-law of Naomi.  Naomi’s husband dies, along with her two sons: 
and Ruth returns with Naomi to Bethlehem, and provides for her.  Naomi 
(who has become estranged from God) regains her faith in the Lord’s 
goodness as Boaz (a man who takes a romantic interest in Ruth) shows 
kindness to them.  At the end of the Book of Ruth, Boaz and Ruth marry and 
Naomi helps to raise their child (who becomes an ancestor of king David and 
eventually of Jesus Himself).   

The Book of Ruth teaches us some important lessons about love.   

Love…In Sin  

The first thing to notice is that the Book of Ruth opens up by pointing out to 
us that Naomi and her husband and sons are involved in some serious sin.  
Marrying non-Jews was strictly forbidden by the Law of Moses:  

Deuteronomy 7:3-4-Nor shall you make marriages with them. You shall not 
give your daughter to their son, nor take their daughter for your son.   4  For 
they will turn your sons away from following Me, to serve other gods; so the 
anger of the LORD will be aroused against you and destroy you suddenly.   

The Book of Ruth opens by showing us a family that is involved in serious 
sin, yet they are the recipients of the amazing mercy and love of God.  Ruth 
the Moabitess is one example of this love, and so also is Boaz: 

Ruth 2:11-16-And Boaz answered and said to her, "It has been fully reported 
to me, all that you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your 
husband, and how you have left your father and your mother and the land of 
your birth, and have come to a people whom you did not know before.  
12  The LORD repay your work, and a full reward be given you by the LORD 
God of Israel, under whose wings you have come for refuge."  13   Then she 
said, "Let me find favor in your sight, my lord; for you have comforted me, 
and have spoken kindly to your maidservant, though I am not like one of your 
maidservants."  14   Now Boaz said to her at mealtime, "Come here, and eat 
of the bread, and dip your piece of bread in the vinegar." So she sat beside 
the reapers, and he passed parched grain to her; and she ate and was 
satisfied, and kept some back.  15    And when she rose up to glean, Boaz 
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commanded his young men, saying, "Let her glean even among the sheaves, 
and do not reproach her.  16   Also let grain from the bundles fall purposely 
for her; leave it that she may glean, and do not rebuke her."   

Notice how the love of God is shown, even in sin.  I am thankful for this: 
because God’s Law has judged me a sinner (Romans 2:14-15; 3:23).  Despite 
our sins, God shows us such incredible love by sending His Son to die for us 
and save us (Romans 5:8).  This love calls forth repentance (Acts 17:30-31).  
This love desires the best for others, even when they are in sin, by calling 
then to repentance (Romans 2:4).  It is this love that God demonstrated to us.    
Are we willing to love others in their sin?  

Love…In Suffering  

The Bible tells us that Naomi suffered very much, experiencing much loss 
when she lived outside the land of Israel.  We see a true glimpse of her 
suffering when she changes her name before she returns to Israel: 

Ruth 1:19-21-Now the two of them went until they came to Bethlehem. And it 
happened, when they had come to Bethlehem, that all the city was excited 
because of them; and the women said, "Is this Naomi?"  20   But she said to 
them, "Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the Almighty has dealt very 
bitterly with me.  21    I went out full, and the LORD has brought me home 
again empty. Why do you call me Naomi, since the LORD has testified 
against me, and the Almighty has afflicted me?"   

“Naomi” means “pleasant,” and “Mara” means “bitter.”  Her faith in the 
goodness of God apparently took a hit as a result of the suffering that she 
endured.  Despite this, we see the love of God displayed throughout the Book 
of Ruth.  Ruth continues to show her love for Naomi, and eventually Naomi’s 
faith in the goodness of God is restored.   

Ruth 2:20-Then Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, "Blessed be he of the 
LORD, who has not forsaken His kindness to the living and the dead!"…. 

Naomi remembered here that God continues to be kind towards His people 
who are both living and dead.  He is a God Who is good, even in the midst of 
our suffering and when we may not understand “why” we suffer.  We 
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remember that God brings good, even out of terrible circumstances.  We need 
to be kind towards those who are suffering.  Job points this out: 

Job 6:14-To him who is afflicted, kindness should be shown by his friend, 
Even though he forsakes the fear of the Almighty.  

Love….In Success  

The Book of Ruth is a Book about the triumph of love.  At the end of the 
Book, Ruth and Boaz have a son together who Naomi loves very much.  She 
who lost so very much is comforted in her grief.   

Ruth 4:13-16-So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife; and when he went 
in to her, the LORD gave her conception, and she bore a son.  14   Then the 
women said to Naomi, "Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you this day 
without a close relative; and may his name be famous in Israel!  15  And may 
he be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age; for your 
daughter-in-law, who loves you, who is better to you than seven sons, has 
borne him."  16   Then Naomi took the child and laid him on her bosom, and 
became a nurse to him.   

May we learn to love others in their successes as well as in their sin and in 
their suffering.  And may we take heart in knowing that in the end, God will 
bring good for His people.   

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  Amen.   

August Prayer List 

Kurt And Joanne Martin, Sanders Family,  Eddie Craft (Cancer), Jimmy 
Brooks (Tammy’s cousin, cancer), Kathy Mingus (Cancer), Anne Baker 

(Cancer), Larry and Sandi Tabata, Bill and Mary Ruth Browning, David and 
Ivy Mosley, Molly And Ebb Baker, Margie Turner (Hospice), Jake Robbins 

(Cancer), Coy Gilliam (Cancer), Roger and Sandra Frazier & Family, Carman 
Carroll, Bessie Young, Nathan & Patty McDaniel, Edward Young Sr., Ed 

Young, Mike Clayton (Liver Transplant), Corbin Pennington Junior 
(Chemotherapy),  Larry & Rosetta Short (Sister Marlene’s Brother & Sister 
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In Law), John Reeder (Cancer), Harmony Mullins, Mike Gill (Cancer), 
Claude Humphrey (Cancer), Cheryl Moore (Kin T Ellen Colwell), Felicity 
Lanham (Cancer), Diane Duke, Chris Holt (Friend Of Brother Mark), Piere 

Daigel (Cancer), Samantha Collins, Jerry Napier, Shirley Farley, Fred Morris, 
Bob Jones, James Smith And Family, People In Ukraine, Wayne Dockery, 
Debbie McDaniel, Earnie Baker (Phyllis Sanders Brother In Law), Ronnie 

Griffin (Breathing Problems Paul Matney’s Brother In Law), Gracie Gregory 
(friend of Phyllis Sanders), James Theverakan, George Theverakan, Kyle 
Davis And Family,  Pattie’s friend Haley, Sherrie Goodwin (Kyle Davis 

Grandmother In Hospital), Barbourville Work, Beverly Jones, Daniel Parks, 
Kathy Sears, Jimmy Turner (Friend Of Tim Williams), Courtney Watkins, 

Leigh Ann, Kenny Young (Recuperating From Knee Surgery), Quintin 
Nelton, Ronnie Gregory (Upcoming Surgery), Wayne Sanders (Randy 

Sanders father),  Jack Hale (Recovery From Surgery), Dan Scott, Daniel 
Parks 

• Ivy Mosley and Marlene Howard have been in the hospital recently.   
Please remember them in your prayers.    

• Regularly Scheduled Events; Sunday Bible Class All Ages (Every Sunday 
@ 10:00); Sunday Worship (Every Sunday @ 11:00 AM And 5:00 PM); 
Wednesday Evening Bible Class All Ages (Every Wednesday @ 5:00); 
Keavy Ladies And Supportive Saints (K.LA.S.S. Every First Sunday Of 
The Month After Evening Service); Keavy Support Group (Every Tuesday 
@ 6:00); Adult Night (Every Second And Fourth Friday @ 6:000); Youth 
Group Night (Every First Thursday @ 6:00); Nursing Home Ministry 
(Every Third Thursday @ 6:00); Keavy Fellowship Meal (Every Last 
Sunday of The Month After Morning Service) 

• Church Outing!    Church Devotional Picnic & Fishing Event.   Saturday 
September 13 @ A200 Loop, Laurel River Lake Picnic Area, 12-8 P.M.    
Everyone is invited! Let’s gather by the water’s edge for a time of prayer, 
mutual encouragement, and the simple joys of nature.  Opening Devotional 
And Group Prayer; Picnic Lunch And Fellowship (Bring a Dish to share, 
we are grilling hamburgers and hot dogs); Fishing for all ages (bring your 
license and gear); Games and Music; Closing Reflection by the Lakeshore; 
Call Or Text Ellen Colwell with questions @ 606-280-0267.    

Bible Class And Sermon Notes 
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Sunday A.M.. Lesson: With God We Are More Then Conquerors (Romans 8) 
Sunday P.M. Lesson: With God We Are More Then Conquerors Part Two 
(Romans 8)  
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