The Keavy Encourager
(November 16 2025)
1 Thessalonians 5:14 (GW)-We encourage you, brothers and sisters, to
instruct those who are not living right, cheer up those who are

discouraged, help the weak, and be patient with everyone.

(For Any Corrections Or Updates To The Bulletin, Please Contact brother
Mark Tabata (Call Or Text) @ 606-216-1757)

WELCOME TO THE KEAVY CHURCH OF CHRIST!

* Visitors: Please fill out a visitor card and grab a Visitor Welcome Kit!

« Communion is available in the front of the building on the table.

* Our website 1s: www.keavychurchofchrist.com, and our email address is
keavychurchofchrist@outlook.com Please share this information with your
family, friends, and social media pages!

* If you would like to be subscribed to brother Mark Tabata’s email list (for
weekday devotionals and other Bible and Bible related studies), please let
him know!

November Praver List

Kurt And Joanne Martin, Sanders Family, Eddie Craft (Cancer), Jimmy
Brooks (Tammy’s cousin, cancer), Kathy Mingus (Cancer), Anne Baker
(Cancer), Sandi Tabata, Bill and Mary Ruth Browning, David and Ivy
Mosley, Margie Turner (Hospice), Jake Robbins (Cancer), Coy Gilliam
(Cancer), Roger and Sandra Frazier & Family, Carman Carroll, Bessie
Young, Edward Young Sr., Ed Young, Corbin Pennington Junior, John Reeder
(Cancer), Harmony Mullins, Mike Gill (Cancer), Claude Humphrey (Cancer),
Felicity Lanham (Cancer), Chris Holt (Friend Of Brother Mark), Piere Daigel
(Cancer), People In Ukraine, Earnie Baker (Phyllis Sanders Brother In Law),
Ronnie Griffin (Breathing Problems Paul Matney’s Brother In Law), Gracie
Gregory (friend of Phyllis Sanders), James Theverakan, George Theverakan,
Barbourville Work, Marlene Howard, Rod Hill (Cancer friend of brother
Paul), Charlene Reef (Cancer), Jimmy Turner (Cancer), Danny Day, Floyd
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Book Family (Lost Loved Ones), Xavier Maleckas (New Christian), Teddy
Adkins (Phyllis Cousin), Katherine Myers, Alex Davis And Family (Flu), Jim
and Linda Day, Mary Martin (Pneumonia), Briar Martin (New Christian),
Chad Couch, Jacob Ward (Tic Bite), Robert Williams And Family

The Bible Versus Original Sin

(More Bible Studies Available (@ www.marktabata.com)

It 1s written:

Ezekiel 18:20-The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of
the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the
righteous shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be
upon himself.

One of the most prominent and horrific religious doctrines in the world today
is known as “original sin” (also commonly referred to as total hereditary
depravity). It is the teaching that children are born as sinners into this world,
having somehow inherited the actual sin of Adam and Eve. From this
teaching have sprung up other false doctrines and practices (including infant
“baptism,” Purgatory, and Limbo). Some through the Christian Age have
taken this doctrine to terrible heights, claiming that there will be many
children in Hell through no fault of their own (Augustine, early Catholicism,
Calvinism, etc.). This is all especially tragic since the Bible is very clear that
sin is not something which a person passes on: it is personal. What’s more,
the Bible is very clear that children are conceived and brought forth as sinless
creatures in this world.

Deuteronomy 1:39-Moreover your little ones and your children, who you say
will be victims, who today have no knowledge of good and evil, they shall go
in there; to them I will give it, and they shall possess it.

The phrase “no knowledge of good and evil” is only referenced one other
time in the Bible, and there it has reference to how Adam and Eve in their
sinless state of purity were innocent before God (before they sinned). So,
Moses refers to babies and small children as being in the same sinless and
guiltless state as Adam and Eve.
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Children are sinless and innocent before God.

Ezekiel 28:15-You were perfect in your ways from the day you were created,
Till iniquity was found in you.

This was spoken to the wicked king of Tyre. Notice that there was a time
when he was “perfect” from the day he was created, “till” iniquity was found
in him. The word “perfect” is an interesting word used here.

“Tamim...perfect, blameless; sincerity; entire; whole; complete full... Tamim
means complete in the sense of the entire or whole thing...Tamim may mean
incontestable or free from objection...In several contexts the word has a
wider background. When one is described by it, there is nothing in his
outward activities or internal disposition that is odious to God.” (W.E. Vine,
Merrill F. Unger, William White, Jr., Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary
Of Old And New Testament Words, 176 (Kindle Edition); Nashville, TN:
Thomas Nelson, Inc.)

Could language be any more plain?
Matthew 18:3-and said, "Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted
and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of

heaven.

Matthew 18:14-Even so it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that
one of these little ones should perish.

Matthew 19:14-But Jesus said, "Let the little children come to Me, and do not
forbid them, for of such is the kingdom of heaven."”

Would the Savior encourage us to become as little children if they were by
nature wicked little sinners?

Would Jesus tell us that children are those who make up the kingdom of
Heaven if they were totally depraved?



Could the Savior assure us that children will not perish if they were actually
enemies of God from the moment of conception?

To ask these questions is to answer them.
How did the earliest Christians outside of the apostolic age view the matter?
They clearly believed in the innocence of infants and children.

"They are as infant children, in whose hearts no evil originates. Nor did they
know what wickedness 1s, but always remained as children." (Hermas, 150;
2.53)

"Who are they that have been saved and have received the inheritance?
Those, doubtless, who believe God and who have continued in HIs love-as
did Caleb of Jephuneh and Joshua of Nun-and innocent children, who have
had no sense of evil." (Irenaeus, 180; 1.502)

"Behold, Christ takes infants and teaches how all should be like them, if they
ever wish to be greater. However, (the Gnostics point out that) the Creator, in
contrast, let loose bears against children, in order to avenge His prophet
Elisha, who had been mocked by them. This antithesis is impudent enough,
since it throws together things so different as 'infants' and 'children.' The first
is an age that is still innocent. The other is one already capable of discretion
(able to mock, if not to blaspheme). Therefore, God is a just God."
(Tertullian, 207; 3.386)

"If you mean the (region in Hades of the) good, why should you judge the
souls of infants and of virgins to be unworthy of such a resting place-those
who by reason of their condition in life were pure and innocent?" (Tertullian,
210; 3.233)

In fact, the testimony of the early church regarding the sinlessness of infants
is clearly attested in the burial inscriptions of the first several centuries.

As Ferguson notes:



“The earliest surviving Christian inscriptions come from the end of the
second or beginning of the third century. They are overwhelmingly burial
inscriptions. The thought of the innocence of children continued to be
expressed with no reference to baptism: “Eusebius, an infant without sin by
reason of his age, going to the place of the saints, rests in peace” (ILCV
2155).” (Everett Ferguson, Baptism In The Early Church: History, Theology,
And Liturgy In The First Five Centuries, 7423 (Kindle Edition); Grand
Rapids, Michigan; William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company)

The Bible opposes the notion of original sin.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. Amen.

Announcements

Sister Joanne Martin has been in the hospital recently. Please remember
her and Kurt in your prayers.

Please remember sister Phylis Sanders in your prayers as she will be
undergoing tests.

The sign-up sheet for our Thanksgiving Potluck is in the entryway. Please
sign up for anything you can bring.

Regularly Scheduled Events; Sunday Bible Class All Ages (Every Sunday
@ 10:00); Sunday Worship (Every Sunday @ 11:00 AM And 5:00 PM);
Wednesday Evening Bible Class All Ages (Every Wednesday @ 5:00);
Keavy Ladies And Supportive Saints (K.LA.S.S. Every First Sunday Of
The Month After Evening Service); Keavy Support Group And Youth
Group Meeting (Every Tuesday @ 6:00); Adult Night (Every Second And
Fourth Friday @ 6:000); Nursing Home Ministry (Every Third Thursday
@, 6:00); Keavy Fellowship Meal (Every Last Sunday of The Month After
Morning Service)



