The Keavy Encourager

WELCOME TO THE KEAVY CHURCH OF CHRIST!

(March 29 2026)

* Visitors: Please fill out a visitor card and grab a Visitor Welcome Kit!

« Communion is available in the front of the building on the table.

* Our website is: www.keavychurchofchrist.com, and our email address is
keavychurchofchrist@outlook.com Please share this information with your
family, friends, and social media pages! Services are available online at our
website and on our YouTube page.

* If you would like to be subscribed to brother Mark Tabata’s email list (for
weekday devotionals and other Bible and Bible related studies), please let him
know!

March Prayer List

Kurt And Joanne Martin, Sanders Family, Eddie Craft (Cancer), Jimmy Brooks
(Tammy’s cousin, cancer), Kathy Mingus (Cancer), Anne Baker (Cancer), Sandi
Tabata, Bill and Mary Ruth Browning, David and Ivy Mosley, Margie Turner
(Hospice), Jake Robbins (Cancer), Coy Gilliam (Cancer), Roger and Sandra
Frazier & Family, Carman Carroll, Edward Young Sr., Ed Young, Harmony
Mullins, Claude Humphrey (Cancer), Felicity Lanham (Cancer), Piere Daigel,
People In Ukraine, Barbourville Work, Rod Hill (Cancer friend of brother Paul),
Charlene Reef (Cancer), Jimmy Turner (Cancer), Danny Day, Mary Martin, Chad
Couch, Kathy McFall (Brother Gary Lewis’ Cousin, Cancer), Lisa Hurt, Martha
Moberly, Terry & Rita Wooton And Family, Keith Bowling Family, Gary Fleming,
Bessie Young Family (Lost Loved Ones), Tiffany Cox And Family, Barry Mitchell
(Surgery), Don Stidham (Surgery), Gary Fleming, Keith And Kathy Bowling,
Quintin Nelton, Kenny Irvin, Sherri Engle Family, James Williams, Shirley
Lawson, Ronnie Gregory, Tammy Sapienza, Aileen Smith, Couch Family (Lost
Loved Ones), Sandra Frazier Family (Lost Loved Ones), Sheila Rose, CJ Burke,
Michael Loudermilk, Philip Thompson, Christopher Henderson, Janet Adams

Were Jesus And Mary Magdalene Married?
Part Seven: Well Were They Married Or Not???
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(More Bible Studies Available (@ www.marktabata.com)

With the background having been established for us to investigate the claims
that Jesus and Mary were husband and wife, we turn now to investigate the
record of the New Testament on the matter.

The first thing to observe is that if Jesus had been married and had children, it
would not have been a huge scandal that would need to be covered up. This
would have simply been another aspect of the humanity of Jesus which the
Bible fully acknowledges and elaborates upon. The Scriptures show us that
Jesus is both Divine and human (which we will investigate in future studies).
As Boch points out:

“(5) Even if Jesus had been married, it would not have had the devastating
effect on Jesus’ claim of divinity that the conspiracy view alleges. Let’s deal
with the last point first. Jesus did many things that underscored His genuine
humanity. He ate, thirsted, slept, tired, lived, and died. His everyday life was
that of a normal human existence. His life was exceptional because of His
relationship with God, His access to divine power, and His resurrection. One
of the most basic beliefs of Christian faith is that Jesus was 100 percent
human. So if He had been married and fathered children, His marital
relationship and His parenthood would not theoretically undercut His divinity
but would have been reflections of His complete humanity. Had Jesus been
married, there was no need to cover it up. The whole rationale for covering
up any supposed relationship has no basis in theology. Had Jesus been
married, theoretically He still could have been and done all He did. This leads
us to the major question: What evidence is there that Jesus was or was not
married?” (Darrell L. Bock, Breaking the Da Vinci Code, 44-45 (Kindle
Edition): Thomas Nelson Books)

Second, as noted in a previous article, there would have been several
instances in Jesus’ ministry which would have afforded opportunity for the
Gospel writers to mention Jesus and Mary being wed if they had been.
Indeed, those instances in the New Testament where Mary is mentioned in
the company of other women shows that those other women were married.
The fact that they didn’t mention Mary being married to Jesus in such
contexts is an indicator that they were not, in fact, husband and wife.
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Third, Mary was present at Jesus’ crucifixion (John 19:25).  Jesus, at that
time, showed special tenderness for His mother (John 19:26-27). Would He
not have shown such concern for His wife if He had had one?

Finally, consider this. In the Book of 1 Corinthians, the Apostle Paul defends
the rights of Apostles and preachers. One of those rights includes the right
for a minister of the Gospel to be married. Look at his argument:

1 Corinthians 9:3-5-My defense to those who examine me is this: 4 Do we
have no right to eat and drink? 5 Do we have no right to take along a
believing wife. as do also the other apostles, the brothers of the Lord, and

Cephas?

Paul’s point is that other Apostles have the right to be married, such as
Cephas (or Peter). He even mentions the brothers of Jesus being married!
Now, here’s the point: if Jesus had been married, then Paul would have used
this to make his case. Indeed, Paul could have no better example than Jesus
to defend the Apostles taking a wife, if Christ had indeed been married! The
fact that he doesn’t is powerful evidence that Jesus was not married to Mary
Magdalene (or to any other woman). As Boch elaborates:

“Paul noted in this aside that the apostles, the Lord’s brothers, and Cephas
(Peter) had the right to a wife. In other words, they had every right to be
married. It would have been simple for Paul to add that Jesus was married—
had He been. Such a point would have sealed his argument, but he did not
make that point....This 1 Corinthians 9 passage shows that the church was
not embarrassed to reveal that its leaders were married—or to suggest that
they had the right to be. The same would have been true of Jesus if He had
been married. In fact, had Jesus been married, there would have been no
better place for Paul to say it than here. It would have clinched Paul’s case
that he also had the right to be married. Paul did not mention it because Jesus
had not been married.” (Darrell L. Bock, Breaking the Da Vinci Code, 51-52
(Kindle Edition): Thomas Nelson Books)

Some could suggest that Jesus MUST have been married, since it was the
cultural norm of males in the first century land of Israel to be married.
While marriage was in many ways expected of men by many in the first
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century world, it is quite a leap to say that everyone believed people must be
married with children in order to be pleasing to God. After all, Jesus Himself
elaborated on those who are eunuchs for the kingdom of Heaven’s sake
(Matthew 19:12). The word “eunuch” generally referred to a man who either
did not marry and/or did not or could not have children (for various reasons).
Furthermore, we know of examples in the first century land of Israel where
celibacy was praised and celebrated.

“What about the fact that Jewish males almost always married, especially if
they descended from King David? That’s true, but it’s also true that first-
century Jews admired celibacy for the sake of devotion to a divine task. In
fact, some members of a Jewish sect known as “Essenes” remained
unmarried. The first-century Jewish philosopher Philo celebrated their
lifestyle with these words: The Essenes . . . reject marriage, practicing an
eminent degree of self-control. . . . This is the commendable lifestyle of these
Essenes. Not only ordinary individuals but also mighty kings admire these
men, revere their sect, and increase their dignity and majesty in ever-higher
degrees by their approval and by the honors that they confer on them.41 Yes,
most Jewish males married, but some Jews also willingly committed
themselves to become, in the words of Jesus, “eunuchs for the sake of the
kingdom of the heavens” (Matthew 19:12). Because of this commitment,
these persons—at least among the Essenes—received respect from the
masses and support from the wealthy. In such a context, the silence of the
Gospels regarding Jesus’s marital status neither confirms nor denies the
Savior’s singleness.” (Timothy Paul Jones, Conspiracies and The Cross,
2967-2977 (Kindle Edition): Lake Mary, FL: FrontLine)

When 1t 1s all said and done, there 1s no evidence whatsoever that Jesus was
married to Mary Magdalene (or any other woman). Furthermore, there is a
great deal of evidence that He was celibate throughout His life.

“Not one ancient historical source claims that Jesus was married, either to
Mary Magdalene or to anyone else. Neither are there any ancient historical
sources that teach that Jesus had children...Jesus' teaching about being single
for the kingdom of heaven's sake (Matt. 19: 12) is also a pointer. If Jesus had
been married, this would have been a wonderful clincher to Paul's argument
that apostles have the right to bring their wives with them in ministry,
although the best Paul could do was to refer to Peter and Jesus' brothers (1
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Cor. 9: 5). That would have clinched Paul's argument by itself! 24 Acts 8:
30-34 implies that Jesus had no descendants. At the cross, Jesus committed
his mother to John, not to his son (John 19: 26). Jesus' brother James is the
leader of early church in Jerusalem (Acts 15). But since there is no evidence
at all that Jesus was married, it should not be necessary to mention his lack of
offspring! Goodacre states that the available evidence argues that Jesus did
not have a son. It will not do to postulate otherwise without historical data by
saying that “our evidence is incomplete,” or that we should be open to it, or
simply that we cannot rule out the possibility. 25 Positive evidence is
needed.” (Gary Habermas, The Secret of the Talpiot Tomb: Unraveling the
Mystery of the Jesus Family Tomb, 31 (Kindle Edition): Nashville, TN:
Holman Reference)

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. Amen.

Announcements

Please stay after services this morning and join us in our monthly potluck meal!
The church will have a youth group night Thursday April 2 at Funley’s Fun
Center from 6-8 pm. For all the youth and all the young at heart!

Please make plans to join us for our Church Picnic on June 6 from 12-5 at
Laurel Dam Picnic Area. Located on KY 1193 outside of London.

Regularly Scheduled Events; Sunday Bible Class All Ages (Every Sunday @
10:00); Sunday Worship (Every Sunday @ 11:00 AM And 5:00 PM);
Wednesday Evening Bible Class All Ages (Every Wednesday @ 5:00); Keavy
Ladies And Supportive Saints (K.LA.S.S. Every First Sunday Of The Month
After Evening Service); Keavy Support Group And Youth Group Meeting
(Every Tuesday @ 6:00); Adult Night (Every Second And Fourth Friday @
6:000); Keavy Fellowship Meal (Every Last Sunday of The Month After
Morning Service), James Williams,

Bible Class And Sermon Notes

A.M. Sermon: Shadows Of Jesus’ Resurrection From The Old Testament

P.M. Sermon: Archaeology Speaks! Lessons From Old Testament Individuals




